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NELC 678
Islamic Law and Society
Instructor: Asst. Prof. Snjezana Buzov

Class Schedule:   
325 Hagerty Hall




Location:             
Office hours: 





Call number:        
Phone: 614-292-4885




Credit:                  U G  5
e-mail: buzov.1@osu.edu
Description:  An examination of the relationship between Islamic law and society; the concept of justice in Islam.
Rationale:  In this course we shall examine the relationship between the divine law and society. Several oppositions will frame our inquiry: God’s law versus man-made law, legal facts versus facts of life, divine law versus the religious science of law. We shall study the development of judiciary and its authority, the institute of legal opinion (fatwa) and its historical and contemporary implications.  We shall also study the relationship between politics and law in Islam. Our inquiry into the relationship between the Islamic law and society will be further defined by the view of law as the art of creating society, and by understanding the concept of justice in Islam.  

Required Readings:
Books:  these texts will be available at SBX, 1806 N. High Street
Rosen, Lawrence, The Justice of Islam: Comparative Perspectives on Islamic Law and 
Society, Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Abou El-Fadl Khalid, And God Knows the Soldiers: The Authoritative and Authoritarian
 
in Islamic Discourses, Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2001.

Hallaq, Wael, The Origins and Evolution of Islamic Law, Cambridge UK, New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2004.

Articles and chapters:

Hallaq, Wael, “Was the Door of Ijtihad Closed?”, IJMES 16 (1984): 3-41.

Masud, Messick and Powers, “Muftis, Fatwas and Islamic Legal Interpretation.”

Repp, Richard, “Kanun and Sharî‘a in Ottoman Context.”

NOTE: An addendum to this syllabus, containing the list of readings for students’ class presentations, will be distributed during the first week of the quarter.
Evaluation:
Attendance and participation

10%

Take home exams (2)


35% each*
Quizzes (2)



  5% each

Class presentation


10%


*  Each take home exam will consist of five essay questions.  Undergraduate students may choose to address three of them.  Graduate students will be expected to respond to all five questions.
Course Policies:
Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as

possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
SYLLABUS
WEEK ONE   Introduction: The Divine Law (sharî‘a);  Jurisprudence (Fiqh) and legal 
practice
WEEK TWO   The Islamic law: Emergence and Development 
Readings:  Hallaq, chapters 1-2
WEEK THREE   Legal theory and the formation of legal schools 
Readings:  Hallaq, chapters 6-7

WEEK FOUR   The office and the authority of the Qadi 
Readings:  Hallaq, chapters 3-4; Rosen, part 1, ch. 1

WEEK FIVE    Islamic law as common law; Ottoman legal practice

Readings:  Lawrence, part I, ch. 3; Repp article
FIRST TAKE-HOME EXAM

WEEK SIX   Muftis and their fatwas I 
Readings:  Hallaq, excerpts on mufti and the article on Ijtihad


WEEK SEVEN   Muftis and their fatwas II 

Readings:  Masud, Messick and Powers, “Muftis and Their Fatwas”; Abou El Fadl, chapter 4; Rosen, part I chapter 2
WEEK EIGHT   Justice past and Present 

Readings:  Rosen, part 3

WEEK NINE   The Divine Law and worldly affairs I 
Readings:  Hallaq, chapter 8, Abou El-Fadl , Rosen, chapter 5-7)

WEEK TEN   The problem of Authority 

Readings:  Abou El-Fadl, chapter 2,3, 5 and 6
EXAM WEEK:   SECOND TAKE-HOME EXAM
